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Editorial

The recent media coverage of the
improper actions of some Internal
Revenue Service agents raises questions
about our tax system. All taxation
systems enacted by a state are marked
by tension between the government and
citizens. Even when the role of taxation
is very well understood, there is a
perennial conflict of interest between
the tax giver and the recipient. The
question “Why should I support social
programs?” continues popping up in
different forms and debates. In the

midst of the hype about IRS and [

taxation, it is appropriate to reflect on

the Islamic institution of Zakah, which

accomplishes what taxation was

intended to accomplish. Specifically,

the following facts can be pointed out.

® Zakah deals with the fiscal policies
of the state as it affects its moral
climate - a wvehicle for social
change, a source of its continuity,
and a device for the safeguard of its
ideological and moral frontiers.

® The Qur’an elevated zakah to the
level of salah (a  worship
exclusively for Allah) and gives
both an equation which, by all
counts, remains unique in the
Qur’anic diction.

® The way the zakah is collected, f

with no trace of oppression, is i
individual is
allowed to separate his/her goods |
for zakah on his/her own. The j&
collector is restricted to taking H&
whatever is given to him. The |
process then culminates in the §

important. The

see Editorial / page 6
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New Multimedia Software for Learning Arabic

The first (beginners) level of course-ware series for learning Arabic has been
released by Sakhr Software Company in Egypt, intermediate and advanced levels
will be released later. Four versions of the program are available, each providing
explanations in a different language: English, French, Malaysian, and Turkish. The
program provides an interactive tour that covers the four language skills: listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. The program includes ten lessons, each divided into
three main parts; a collection of verses from the Qur’an to teach Classical Arabic;
vocabulary, games, a keyboard tutor; script families, dictionary, slide show and a
guide to the courseware. The program is on a CD-ROM, Works on windows 3.1,
3.11, or 95, and can be obtained from Digitek International Inc., 7631 Leesburg
Pike, Suite B, Falls Church, VA 22043, Tel. (800)33-SAKHR. [h
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Reflections
Dr. Ahmed K. Noor

Belief and Righteous
Deeds

2l 2l 4 gl

Islam has put a great deal of
emphasis on demonstrating the belief
through righteous deeds. Success and
salvation can only be achieved through
sincere and faithful belief, which is
manifested by righteous deeds and
conduct. The three words A ’amano

iyale (believed), 4 ‘amelo 1yas  (did),
Al’salihat o\=Ja) (righteous deeds)

appear together, in exactly this order,
50 times in the Qur’an. Derivatives of
the three words appear together in
twenty other verses. The subjects of
Iman (belief) and righteous deeds have
been mentioned in numerous sayings of
the Prophet (PBUH), and are ‘the focus
of the present article. Specifically, the
characteristics and implications of
sincere belief, the relationship between
faith and righteous deeds and; the result
and rewards of having true faith and
performing righteous deeds.

Characteristics & Implications
of Sincere Belief

The word Iman (faith) refers to the
heartfelt belief in six facts (articles or
pillars of faith), namely Allah (SWT);
His angels; His Books; His messengers;
the final day; and the divine measures,
good and bad. (see perspectives Vol. 2,
No.6). Although profession of faith
brings one into the fold of Islam, it does
not satisfy the demands required by a
true Muslim. The Qur’an distinguishes
between verbal affirmation of faith and
true faith.
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“0 ye who believe! Believe in Allah
and His Messenger, and the scripture
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“Whoever works righteousness, man or woman, and has faith, verily to him (her)
will We give a new life, a life that is good and pure, and We will bestow on such

their reward according to the best of their actions.”

(Qur’an 16:97)

which He has sent to His Messenger
and the Scripture which He sent to
those before (him).”  (Qur’an 4:136)
The faith which Islam regards as true
faith is characterized by (see the figure
on page 3):
® Entertaining no doubt in the belief
in Allah and His Messenger, and
exerting one’s utmost in the way of
Allah.

“For those who believe and work
righteousness is (every) blessedness,
and a beautiful place of (final)
return.” (Qur’an 13:29)
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“Only those are believers who have
believed in Allah and His Messenger,
and have never since doubted, but
have striven with their belongings and
their persons in the cause of Allah.”
(Qur’an 49:15)
® Adoring Allah most ardently -
preferring His will to one’s own
will or that of others, cherishing
His love so dearly as to be ready to
sacrifice all other affections for its
sake.
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“Those who have believed are
overflowing in their love for Allah.”

(Qur’an 2:165)
e Standing steadfast by faith.
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“Those who say: Allah is our Lord,
and then stood steadfast by it.”
(Qur’an 41:30)
®  Surrendering, with entire
submission, to all the decisions of
Allah and His apostle.
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“It is not fitting for a believer, man or
woman, when a matter has been
decided by Allah and His messenger,
to have any option about their
decision.” (Qur’an 33:36)
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“But no (O Prophet), by your Lord,
they can never become believers until
they accept you as judge for the
decision of the disputes between them,
and then surrender to your decision
with entire submission without the
least resentment in their hearts.”
(Qur’an 4:65)
o Feeling a tremor in one’s heart
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when Allah  is mentioned;
strengthening one’s faith when
hearing His revelations; and
putting all one’s trust in Him.
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“True believers are those whose hearts
tremble with awe, whenever Allah is
mentioned to them, and when they
hear His revelations rehearsed, find
their faith strengthened, and put (all)
their trust in their Lord.” (Qur’an 8:2)

To believe sincerely and seriously in
Islam, one  should surrender
himself/herself to the book of Allah and
to the teachings of the Holy Prophet
(PBUH); mold his/her thoughts, tastes,
likes, attitude and conduct in
accordance with the basic principles of
Islam; and establish friendship and
enmity accordingly. Instead of changing
the teachings, one changes
himself/herself in accordance with the
commands of Allah and the instructions
of the Prophet (PBUH), and accepts
them for his/her guidance. If a believer
hesitates to accept these, his/her faith
begins to decrease and fade away.
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Relationship Between Faith

and Righteous Deeds

The Arabic word Salihat (righteous
deeds) encompasses all kinds of
virtuous and good deeds (including
obligatory and optional acts of worship,
kind and courteous treatment of others,
and secular activities aimed at pleasing
Allah). However, according to the
Qur’an, no act can be a good act unless
it is based on faith and is performed in
obedience to the guidance given by
Allah and His messenger. That is why
the exhortation to perform righteous
deeds is preceded everywhere in the
Qur’an by faith. Nowhere in the Qur’an
has a deed without faith been called a
good deed, nor any reward promised for
a deed performed without faith.

The relationship between faith and
righteous deed is similar to that of the
seed and the tree. Unless the seed is
sown in the soil, no tree can grow out of
it.

Qur’anic Verses Associating
Belief and Righteous Deeds

with other Actions
There are five Qur’anic verses which
associate belief and righteous deeds
with the following actions (sce the
figure on page 4):
e Establishing prayers and paying
Zakah (Qur’an 2: 277).

® Dedicating oneself exclusively to
Allah (Qur’an 11:23).

e Remembering Allah  much,
defending oneself and Islam when
treated unjustly (and not being
vindictive) (Qur’an 26:227).

®  Accepting that which has been sent
down to Mohammad (PBUH)
(Qur’an 47:2).

e Exhorting one another to truth, and
to patience (Qur’an 103:3).

Rewards for those who Believe

and do Righteous Deeds

Several verses in the Qur’an list the
rewards, bliss, and heavenly pleasures
promised to the sincere believer who do
deeds of righteousness, including (see
the figure on page 5):

1. Guiding them and leading them
away from darkness into light. Their
faith is the cause, as well as the
instrument of their guidance - the
kindly light which leads them, as well
as the joy which fills their souls.
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“Those who believe and work

righteousness - their Lord will guide
them because of their faith: beneath
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His messenger.

e Exerting one’s
utmost in the way
of Allah.

(Qur’an 49:15)

will to one’s own
will,

* cherishing  His
love so dearly as
to sacrifice all
other affections
for its sake.

strengthening one’s i

faith when hearing ”
His revelations; and i
putting all trust in |’

Surrendering with
submission to all the
decisions of Allah

d His apostle fim. ]
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them will flow rivers in gardens of
bliss.” (Qur’an 1 0'9)

. ,,.n di e uuh”
(0 4 o - 501 3550)

“That he (the Prophet PBUH) may
lead forth those who believe and do
righteous deeds from the depths of
darkness into light.”  (Qur’an 65:11)

2. Meaningful and pure life in the
present world; and rewards, not
according to their merit, but according
to the very best of their actions (Qur’an
16:97)

3. Increase in their goodness, every
time they do a little good. Every right
impulse or aspiration is strengthened
and leads to progressive spiritual
advancement.
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“And He listens to those who believe
and do righteousness, and gives them

increase of His bounty.”
(Qur’an 42:26)

4. Bestowing on them the love of
Allah, and the love of fellow human
beings, in this world and in the
hereafter.
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“On those who believe and work deeds
of righteousness, will (Allah) Most
Gracious bestow love.” (Qur’an 19:96)

5. The following three things are
promised by Allah (SWT) to those who
have sound faith, obey Allah’s law, and
have perfectly righteous conduct:

a they will inherit power and
authority in the land, not for any
selfish purposes of theirs, nor by
way of favoritism, but in order that
they maintain Allah’s law;

b  the Religion of Right, which Allah

has chosen for them, will be openly
established, and will suppress all
wrong and oppression; and

¢ they will live in peace and security,

instead of having to suffer
persecution, or leave their hearths
and homes for the cause of Allah,

or be forced to practice the rites of
their faith in secret.
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“Allah has promised, to those among
you who believe and work righteous
deeds, that He will of a surety, grant
them in the land, inheritance (of
power), as He granted it to those before
them; that He will establish in
authority their religion - the one He
had chosen for them; and that He will
change (their state) after the fear in
which they (lived) to one of security
and peace: They worship Me (alone)
and not associate aught with Me.”
(Qur’an 24:55)
6. Full recompense for their good
deeds, and even more than their dues.
This includes receiving generous
spiritual and physical rizk (sustenance).
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“But those who believe and do deeds of
“As to those who believe and work righteousness, He will give their (due) “That He may reward those who
righteousness, Allah will pay them (in rewards - and more, out of His believe and work deeds of

full) their reward.” (Qur’an 3:57) bounty.” (Qur’an 4:173)  righteousness: for such is forgiveness
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Rewérds for tlTose who Believe and do
Righteous Deeds
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and a sustenance most generous.”
(Qur’an 34:4)
7. Receiving mercy of Allah, and
admission to the company of the
righteous - the ideal fellowship.
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“As to those who believed and did
righteous deeds, their Lord will admit
them to His mercy.”  (Qur’an 45:30)
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“And to those who believe and work
righteous deeds - them shall We admit
to the company of the righteous.”
(Qur’an 29:9)
8. Forgiveness for any evil in their
past, purification of any tendencies
towards evil which they may have
inherited from that past and help to
attain a future based on the best of what
they have done, rather than on the
average of their own merits.
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“For those who believe and work
righteous deeds, is forgiveness and a
magnif icent reward. » (Qur’an 35 '7)
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“Those who believe and work
righteous deeds - from them shall We
blot out all evil (that may be) in them,
and We shall reward them according to
the best of their deeds.” (Qur’an 29:7)

9.  Receiving blessedness - an
internal state of satisfaction, an inward
joy in the present world, and a beautiful
home of rest in the hereafter.
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“But those who believe and work deeds
of righteousness, and believe in the
(revelation) sent down to Mohammad
(PBUH) - for it is the truth from their
Lord- He will remove from them their
ills and improve their condition.”
(Qur’an 47:2)
10. Eternal bliss - symbolized by
Gardens of Paradise with rivers flowing
beneath, and receiving everything that
they shall desire.

conduct is hateful in the sight of Allah
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“O ye who believe! why say ye that
which ye do not? Grievously odious is
it in the sight of Allah that ye say that
which ye do not.” (Qur’an 61:2,3)
I pray to Almighty Allah to help us
in strengthening our faith and in
perfecting our conduct in accordance
with the Qur’an and the Sunnah, and to
grant us all the rewards and bliss
promised in the Qur'an.  Ameen [h
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“Give glad tidings to those who believe ||
and work righteousness, that their |

portion is Gardens, beneath which =

rivers flow.” (Qur’an 2:25) |,
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Qur’anic Supplication :I'I
“My Lord! Inspire and bestow upon |
me the power and ability that I may ”
be grateful for Your favors which ¢

parents, and that I may do righteous |
good deeds that will please You, and |
admit me by Your mercy among
Your righteous servants.” &

(Qur an 27:19) ;l.l
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“As to those who believe and work
righteous deeds, they have, for their
entertainment, the Garden of Paradise
wherein they shall dwell (for aye): no
change will they wish for from them.”

(Qur’an 18:107,108)
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“Those who believe and work
righteous deeds will be in the luxuriant
meadows of the Gardens; They shall
have, before their Lord, all that they
wish for.” (Qur’an 42:22)

Epilogue

Allah wants us to back up our faith
with righteous deeds and firmness in
action. When the person’s deeds are not
commensurate with his/her words, their

collector making supplication for
the giver that his/her wealth may
increase. this imparts zakah with a
character that goes far beyond that
of a tax.

® Zakah provides an effective
solution to the problem of poverty
in the society, which Islam
considers as a “social” sin. The
solution is not merely through a
shift in the ownership of goods, but
through personal striving, aim and
goodwill. While zakah brings about
a just distribution of goods, it is part
of an integral system which aims at
proper upbringing, love and
sympathy. So great is Islam’s
concern for the poor and the needy
that the rewards for the fasting of
Ramadan are not granted until Eid
dues (Zakat-ul Fitr) are given.

I pray to Almighty Allah to grant us
the guidance and the strength to
perform our duty as Muslims and to
share the bounties given to us with the
community we live in.  Ameen [h
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